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We were able to have a very rewarding campaign 

because of the generosity and contributions made by 

our donors. It is because of this unwavering support 

that our Matie student athletes are given a chance to 

successfully complete their academic year.

~ Hans Scriba, #Train4Fees Project Manager
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Why #Train4Fees?

The COVID-19 pandemic : Our new normal – a turning point 

in history – a public health crisis like the world has never seen. 

It has exposed our inequalities and societal challenges to a 

point where we’ve had to shift our thinking, adapt to new 

ways of working and pivot as new challenges arose. 

The ripple effect of the pandemic and the economic losses 

it represents was felt far and wide, but it also hit close to 

home for many Maties. While the university had to make the 

transition to emergency remote teaching and learning we 

realised that there were multiple other challenges ahead of 

us, ranging from poor internet access to system problems, but 

also students who had lost their financial support structures. 

As we settled into the nationwide lockdown period it became apparent that our student-

athletes were in dire need of financial support to get them through this year. 

 

While everything possible was being done to continue with the academic project, the 

Development and Alumni Relations Division together with Maties Sport launched the 

#Train4Fees campaign to support student-athletes who were struggling because of 

COVID-19. The three-month campaign kicked off on 1 June and concluded on 

31 August 2020.

The public were asked to either donate funds to the various fundraisers or to join the 

campaign by running, cycling, skateboarding, power walking – whatever fitness training 

they enjoy. People could also show their support by signing up to become a fundraiser for 

#Train4Fees and raise funds for every kilometre they completed.

The Matie Gees came through strongly when the campaign was in high gear and saw 

participants as young as 5 years old walking every day to raise funds for our student-athletes.

We are immensely grateful for all the support we received for #Train4Fees and appreciate 

the generosity of our Matie family who always lend a helping hand when we need it most.

Karen Bruns

Senior Director: Development and Alumni Relations
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About #Train4Fees

We want to give our student-athletes the best 

chance to succeed in their studies without 

the burden of worrying about fees and living 

expenses. As we find ourselves in the midst of 

a pandemic, we expect that higher numbers of 

our student population will encounter additional 

economic challenges and will require external 

support to help them reach their dreams of 

graduating and starting their careers.  

The full costs of studying are much higher than 

tuition fees alone. Every student needs quality 

accommodation and nutrition, learning materials 

and internet access. Student-athletes also need 

additional high performance support to perform 

at the highest level. We, therefore, reached out 

to everyone in our Matie sport family who share 

our values and who want to create opportunities 

for academically talented sporting stars and 

kicked of the #Train4Fees campaign.  

With an initial target of R1,2 million to be raised 

and 60 days to do so, we soon realised that 

the time and the money was not going to be 

enough to help all our student-athletes in need. 

So we went into extra time – another 30 days 

of #Train4Fees were added to our tally and we 

were chasing a new target of R2 million. 

By the end of the campaign, 109 people had 

been actively fundraising and an astonishing 

61 725 kilometres were crushed. A total of 

R1 852 680 was raised in three months, giving 

our student-athletes a lifeline in a year filled with 

unprecedented challenges.

#TRAIN4FEES

Karen



#Train4Fees by numbers

Total beneficiaries to 

be assisted

Total number 

of kilometres 

trained

Fundraisers participating

Youngest 

fundraiser

109

Total 
donations 
made481

Total 

amount 

raised

R1 852 680
Mikey Allcock, 

5 years old, raised R9 500

44 high performance 

student-athletes

Donations per platform:

Direct deposits R1 562 078, 

GivenGain R281 432, 

Snapscan R9 170

Average amount of 

assistance per beneficiary

 R41 032

1 June 2020 – 

31 August 2020

Fundraising 

period:

61 725 km
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#Train4Fees beneficiary profile

The beneficiaries of our efforts follow different degree programmes spread across various faculties 

with Arts and Economic and Management Sciences being the most popular degree courses. 

The student-athletes that were 

assisted with #Train4Fees 

funding takes part in a wide 

range of sporting codes that 

fall under the umbrella of 

Maties Sports.

#Train4Fees beneficiaries 

by sporting code

The commitment of our fundraisers on the campaign who represented alumni, friends, coaches, 

staff, students and our Maties supporters, ensured that our student-athletes are able to complete 

their academic year without having to worry about sources of funding. The demographic profile 

of our beneficiaries who were assisted by the #Train4Fees campaign looks as follows:

#TRAIN4FEES

 Arts and Social Science

Law

Economic and Management Sciences

Education

Engineering
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Medical and Health Science
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 #Train4Fees 

distribution per 

faculty

 #Train4Fees 

beneficiaries 

by gender
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beneficiaries 
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“I walked every day, even on the cloudy days, to 

raise money for the students who play sports at 

the University. It is so great to help people and I 

am glad that I could even though I am small.”

- Mikey Allcock, youngest #Train4Fees 

fundraiser (5 years old)

“This campaign has been super rewarding. I 

was helping a good cause and was able to get 

outside and be active more than usual.”

- Hayden Byrne, Maties Cricket

“This campaign allowed us to give back to 

fellow student who really love doing sports.”

- Ru Baker, Maties Hockey

“I only wanted to be part of the solution 

& the stories told by each donor as they 

gave were so heart-warming.”

- Tandokazi Feni, #Train4Fees fundraiser

#TRAIN4FEES
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Meet our 

fundraisers

“This campaign has shown that when people

stand together and pool their resources, we

have great power to change lives for the better.”

- Hans Scriba, #Train4Fees Project Manager

“I got involved with #Train4Fees because it was a 

wonderful opportunity to help my fellow students.”

- Danielle van Nieuwenhuizen, Maties Netball

The role of our fundraisers on the #Train4Fees campaign was of vital importance given 

the circumstances under which the campaign took place. The collective efforts of the 

109 fundraisers on the campaign ensured that the campaign got enough traction to 

make it to the finish line. We value and appreciate the energy and commitment our 

fundraisers showed to make the #Train4Fees such a resounding success.   



Management 

of funds

A word of thanks

Funds raised from the #Train4Fees campaign are 

allocated to a dedicated account. Funds are

disbursed on a case-by-case basis in accordance 

with predetermined guidelines and the same due

diligence processes are followed as per 

Stellenbosch University’s Financial Policy and 

Emergency Fund Criteria. Funds are disbursed to 

eligible students from the #Train4Fees account

administered by the University’s Bursaries and 

Loans Division.

The focus of our campaign has been on assisting

student-athletes who fell into financial need due

to the impact of COVID-19. It is because of the

unwavering support of our Matie community that

we have been able to raise enough funds to assist

our sporting stars. The generosity shown by our

donors in these trying times is a testament to

what it means to be a Matie supported by

Maties.

While we continue to make sure that no student

is left behind in 2020, we are truly grateful and

blessed for the commitment our donors have

shown to Stellenbosch University. It is because of

you that we are now able to guarantee that our

student-athletes have the best chance at success

in 2020.

Thank you very much for your continued 

support!
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“#Train4Fees has given our Maties 

athletes a lifeline in a year where they’ve 

had to overcome unprecendented 

challenges. We appreciate and value the 

support given to our student athletes.”

- Sean Surmon, Deputy Director: High Performance, Maties Sport
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CONNECT 

WITH US:

www.matiesalumni.com

www.matiesconnect.com

 

Follow us on social media 

Stellenbosch Alumni

@MatiesAlumni 

@SU_Alumni


